
 

 

 

Memorandum 
 

TO: Jason Benson, Executive Director 

FROM: Justin Fisher, Director of Lands and Compliance 

DATE: October 13, 2025 

RE:  Excess Lands Recommendation – OINs 1665, 1792, 1793, and 1802, subject to a Flowage 

Easement 

1. Introduction 
The Metro Flood Diversion Authority (Authority) adopted the Policy on the Disposition and 

Management of Comprehensive Project Lands (Policy) in March 2021. Per the Policy Preamble, 

the Authority will periodically review its inventory of real property to determine if its land 

ownership exceeds its foreseeable needs for the Fargo-Moorhead Area Flood Diversion Project 

(Comprehensive Project). Land that is no longer needed, not expected to be needed in the future 

for the Comprehensive Project and declared “Excess Land” by Executive Director may be made 

available for sale, lease, or exchange in accordance with this Policy.   

This Memorandum serves as a recommendation for the Executive Director to declare OINs 1665, 

1792, 1793, and 1802 as Excess Land and begin the process to dispose of these properties 

following the Policy. Note that these parcels are in the Upstream Mitigation Area (UMA) and 

therefore the Authority (via the Moorhead Clay County Joint Powers Authority (MCCJPA)) shall 

reserve a flowage easement on these parcels as part of the sale. 

 

2. Pertinent Facts Regarding OINs 1665, 1792, 1793, and 1802 
Description of 

Parcel(s) 

See Exhibit A for a map showing the parcels recommended as excess land.  

Legal Description See Exhibit B for legal descriptions for the parcels recommended as excess land. 

Asset Parcel(s) 

Size 

OIN 1665: 2.35 acres 

OIN 1792: 5.86 acres 

OIN 1793: 9.64 acres 



OIN 1802: 4.52 acres 

TOTAL = 22.37 

Narrative 

Description of 

Parcel(s) 

OINs 1665, 1792, 1793, and 1802 are located west of Southern Embankment 

Reach 4 (SE-4) in the UMA Mitigation Zone 1, in Section 29 of Holy Cross Twp. 

These parcels have access from 3rd Street South. 

Purchase Date OIN 1665: July 27, 2023 

OIN 1792: December 14, 2023 

OIN 1793: October 6, 2022 

OIN 1802: March 21, 2017 

Purchase Price OIN 1665: $2,100,000 *for all of OINs 1635 & 1665 

OIN 1792: $202,200 

OIN 1793: $1,517,500 

OIN 1802: $214,000 

Proposed Sale 

Price 

$111,000 

*Based on a $5,000/acre rate for the sale of all four (4) parcels 

Former Owner OIN 1665: David Dobis and Morgan Buth 

OIN 1792: Jean Anderson Trustee 

OIN 1793: Thomas & Laurie Livdahl 

OIN 1802: Robert & Judith Anderson 

Adjacent Owners OIN 1665: Richard Willem (OIN 1794) / Larry & Judith Ness (OIN 1796) 

OIN 1792: Larry & Judith Ness (OIN 1796) / Richard Willem (1861X1) / 

Blessingsbe (1783X) / Larry & Aj Dahlstrom Trust (1791X) 

OIN 1793: Richard Willem (OIN 1794 & 1861X1) / Larry & Judith Ness (OIN 1796) 

OIN 1802: Richard Willem (OIN 1794) / Larry & Judith Ness (OIN 1796) 

Property 

Management 

Approach 

OIN 1665: This parcel has not had any property management needed to date but 

efforts will start if not disposed of in a timely fashion. 

OIN 1792: There has been no property management to date. 

OIN 1793: Haying Agreement with the Livdahls 

OIN 1802: Mowing and Weed Control with JT Lawn Service 

Property Taxes OIN 1665: $3,184 in 2024 

OIN 1792: $496 in 2024 

OIN 1793: $1,770 in 2024 

OIN 1802: $77.76 in 2024 

Relation to 

Construction 

The Comprehensive Project does not have any construction impacts on these 

parcels.  

OINs 1665, 1792, 1793, and 1802 are fully encumbered by a Flowage Easement 

and the Prior Owners did not wish to retain the underlying land. A gazebo still 

remains on the site but is under contract to be removed in the near future. 



Notice of this sale will not be sent until the Project has confirmed the gazebo has 

been removed. The Project wishes to sell these parcels as one with a Flowage 

Easement retained. 

Right of First 

Refusal 

OIN 1665: No 

OIN 1792: No 

OIN 1793: No 

OIN 1802: No 

 

3. Conclusion and Recommendation  
Based on the pertinent facts presented above, it is recommended to declare OINs 1665, 1792, 

1793, and 1802 as “Excess Land” and proceed with the process outlined in the Policy. If you 

agree with this recommendation, please sign the attached declaration form for our records 

(Exhibit C).   



Exhibit A:  Map Exhibit of Parcel Recommended as Excess Lands 
 

  





Exhibit B:  Legal Description for Parcel Recommended as Excess Lands 
 

OIN 1665 – From Title Opinion dated May 9, 

2023 

 

 

1792 – From Title Opinion dated January 23, 

2024 

 

 

1793 – From Title Opinion dated April 5, 2022 

 

 

1802 – From Title Opinion dated April 28, 2017 

 

 

 
  



Exhibit C:  Declaration of Excess Land Form 
 

I hearby declare that  OINs 1665, 1792, 1793, and 1802 as noted in Exhibit A (the parcel) is 

deemed Excess Land and authorize the disposal of the parcel in accordance with the Policy on 

the Disposition and Management of Comprehensive Project Lands.  

 

 

       

Jason Benson 

Executive Director 

 

      

Date 

10/14/2025




