




 2 

drainage for this property, which currently necessitates crossing project-owned land. In 2024, the 
Project paid $1,043 in property taxes for these properties. In efforts to dispose of this excess land, we 
recommend approval to proceed with the sale for $730,000. 

MOTION PASSED 
Mr. Zimmerman moved to approve the sale for $730,000, for OINs 2366Y, 2367Y and 8852Y 
per the Policy and Ms. White seconded the motion. On a roll call vote, the motion carried. 
  

5.  OIN 7004 SALE OF EXCESS LAND RECOMMENDATION-SUBJECT TO A FLOWAGE EASEMENT 
Mr. Dodds introduced OIN 7004 and recommended to the Land Committee that it be declared Excess 
Land so the process to dispose of the property can begin in accordance with the Policy.  
 
OIN 7004 is located off 170th Ave SE (CR 17) in the Upstream Mitigation Area. This former residential 
property has had all structures removed. Note that the parcel is in the Upstream Mitigation Area and 
therefore the Authority, (via the Cass County Joint Water Resource District), shall reserve a flowage 
easement on this property as part of a sale. The proposed sale price is $40,000. 

MOTION PASSED 
Ms. Derrig moved to declare OIN 7004 as Excess Land and to proceed with the disposition of 
the property per the Policy and Mr. Gust seconded the motion. On a roll call vote, the motion 
carried.  

 
6.  OIN 9347 SALE OF EXCESS LAND RECOMMENDATION 

Mr. Dodds introduced OIN 9347 and recommended to the Land Committee that it be declared as 
Excess Land so the process to dispose of the property can begin in accordance with the Policy. 

 
OIN 9347 is located in North Dakota on the corner of 49th St SE and 175th Ave SE in the Upstream 
Mitigation Area. The proposed sale price is $15,000. 

MOTION PASSED 
Mr. Stamness moved to declare OIN 9347 as Excess Land and to proceed with the disposition 
of the property per the Policy and Mr. Boerboom seconded the motion. On a roll call vote, 
the motion carried.  

 
7. OIN 1834 SALE OF EXCESS LAND RECOMMENDATION 

Mr. Dodds introduced OIN 1834 and recommended to the Land Committee that it be declared as 
Excess Land so the process to dispose of the property can begin in accordance with the Policy. 
 
OIN 1834 is located in Minnesota on the corner of 180th Ave South and 37th St South in the Upstream 
Mitigation Area. There are approximately 3 acres of irregular shaped tillable land as part of this parcel. 
The proposed sale price is $52,000. 

MOTION PASSED 
Mr. Zimmerman moved to declare OIN 1834 as Excess Land and to proceed with the 
disposition of the property per the Policy and Mr. Stamness seconded the motion. On a roll 
call vote, the motion carried.  
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Memorandum  
 
 

 

   

To: Metro Flood Diversion Authority Land Management Committee 

From: Justin Fisher, Director of Lands and Compliance 

Cc: Jason Benson, Executive Director 

Date: July 22, 2025 

Re: Outcome of Pifer’s Auction of Excess Lands  

 

RECOMMENDATION/ACTIONS NEEDED: 
Approve the recommended next steps for each parcel noted in the table below. 
 
Background/Key Points: 
On July 22nd Pifer’s Land Management held an online auction of six (6) Excess Land properties located in 
Cass County, ND. Pifer’s advertised and marketing the auction of approximately 45 days and received 
over 80 bids on all properties, including 255 bids on property #4. A summary of the properties, reserve 
price, auction results, and recommended next steps is presented in the table below. As noted, the 
auction results for four of the properties exceeded the reserve price and will proceed to closing. The 
auction result for parcel #6 was slightly lower than the reserve price, and staff recommend approving 
this auction result. The auction result for parcel #3, the Horace elevator site, was well below the reserve 
price so we recommend rejecting the auction result and staff will continue working with Pifer’s to sell 
the property. 
 

# OIN(s) Location Acres Reserve Price 
Auction Result  
(High bid) 

Recommended  
Next Steps 

1 546Y North end of 
channel 

52.65 $250,000 $277,728.75 Reserve price met, 
Proceed with closing 

2 2368Y North end of 
channel 

119.57 $450,000 $684,538.25 Reserve price met, 
Proceed with closing 

3 7234A 
7234E 
7234F 

Horace Elevator 
Site 

4 $550,000 $99,500 Reject the auction 
result, continue 
working with Pifer’s to 
sell the property 

4 8385Y UMA, former 
homestead site  

8.08 $25,000 $32,025 Reserve price met, 
Proceed with closing 

5 877 UMA former 
homestead site  

2.75 $8,000 $15,075 Reserve price met, 
Proceed with closing 

6 1926 UMA, former 
homestead site  

11.95 $35,000 $31,525 Approve the auction 
result, proceed with 
closing 
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Summary of auction results and biding activity 
 

 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 Individual Parcel Exhibits 
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To: MFDA Land Management Committee 

From: Jason Benson 

Cc: Justin Fisher 

Date: 08/27/2025 

Re: Excess Land Disposal Update for OIN 7249 (part of the former Horace rail corridor) 

 

REQUESTED ACTION:  

No action required. This item is for information.  

BACKGROUND: 

Following the direction provided by the MFDA Land Management Committee in July, a meeting 
with the adjacent landowners on the north side of OIN 7249 was held in early August. The 
meeting provided an opportunity for landowners to ask questions of the MFDA and for the MFDA 
to explain its Excess Land Policy.  

Jake Gust and Eric Dodds met with 8 of the 10 landowners in the Rivers Bend neighborhood on 
August 5, 2025 regarding the sale of OIN 7249. This meeting was requested by the neighborhood 
and was hosted by Rick and Vanita Ohlgren. We informed the group that we stood by our 
offer/opportunity for the north side landowners to purchase the north side of OIN 7249 at 
$0.50/SF. We also talked about the option to purchase the “full-width” of OIN 7249 since the 
landowner on the south side of the tracks has backed out of purchasing the south half. The 
residents of the neighborhood had lots of questions, input, and concerns. We were able to 
answer some of their questions, but certain questions were better addressed by the City of 
Horace. We were able to explain the MFDA’s Excess Land Policy and our position that we required 
all north-side landowners to agree with purchasing their portion of OIN 7249. After a good 
discussion, the north-side landowners did not come to consensus that they were willing to 
purchase the property.  

We explained that without agreement to purchase the property, the MFDA would likely hold 
onto and maintain this property for a while. The ballast removal contractor is getting the 
vegetation established on the property, and MFDA staff are prepared to conduct the necessary 
property management (mowing, weeds, etc…).  

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Background Memo from July 2025 and supporting materials  
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To: MFDA Land Management Committee 

From: Jason Benson 

Cc: Jodi Smith, Justin Fisher 

Date: 07/23/2025 

Re: Excess Land Disposal Update for OIN 7249 (part of the former Horace rail corridor) 

 

REQUESTED ACTION:  

Approve the recommended options outlined below for disposing of OIN 7249. 

BACKGROUND: 

The MFDA approved a recommendation to declare OIN 7249 as Excess Land in April 2024. Since 
that time, staff and consultants have been working to notify the appropriate parties as outlined 
in the Policy of the Disposition and Management of Comprehensive Project Lands (Policy). With 
no interest from the Member Entities or Prior Owner, we notified the Adjacent Owners, as noted 
in section 5.4 of the Policy. We received an intent to purchase from all adjacent landowners and 
then proceeded to prepare a plat to subdivide the property, along purchase agreements, quit 
claim deeds, and other documents to subdivide and sell the property to the 11 adjacent owners 
on the north side and one adjacent landowner on the south side of the property. Subsequently, 
the adjacent landowner south of the property has backed out of their intent to purchase the 
property, citing the approved sale price of $0.50 per square foot. We then contacted the 11 
north-side adjacent landowners asking if they would be interested in purchasing a larger, full-
width portion of the property. After some discussion and feedback with the north-side adjacent 
landowners, they have indicated interest in purchasing the property, but at a reduced price (see 
attached email). Staff are not in favor of selling the property at a discounted price.  

RECOMMENDATION 

Staff and consultant teams have reviewed this situation and recommend proceeding with the 
following two options:  

1. Continue with sale of north ½ of the property at $0.50/sf.  

a. If the landowners agree with this option, we would need to replat the property 
and redo purchase agreements and closing documents. We would ask the buyers 
to put 10% earnest money down as a non-refundable deposit for this process.  

b. The south ½ of the property would be moved to the “public sale” step following 
our policy. We could entertain bids on the south ½ of the property and take any 
bids to a future land management committee, following the policy.  
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2. Move the entire property into the public sale step of our policy 

a. If the north-side landowners are not in favor of Option 1, we would then move the 
entire property (OIN 7249) into the public sale step of the process.  

b. Under this scenario, we would sell the property as one parcel and we would not 
complete the platting or subdividing of the property, unless the buyers also agreed 
to a $300 platting fee per portion of the subdivided parcel.  

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Map Exhibit for OIN 7249, Potential parcel subdivision, and Adjacent Landowners 
 Email from north-side adjacent landowners 
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Eric Dodds

From: poo2fer@aol.com
Sent: Tuesday, July 15, 2025 12:07 PM
To: jacob.s.merritt@gmail.com; loraschiltz@gmail.com; millerkevin1201@gmail.com; 

samjohnson509@gmail.com; ahron.walter@gmail.com; blongmire@aol.com; 
sjzeien@aol.com; nikkisolem93@hotmail.com; casey.r.ressler@gmail.com; kfraase@lane-
enterprises.com; Eric Dodds

Subject: Re: Purchase of Rail Corridor Update for OIN 7249 -Neighborhood Response

 

Eric, 

After we learned the southern landowner backed out of the agreement to purchase the 
railroad land, we met together as a neighborhood community to discuss the situation.  We 
are interested in purchasing both the north and south sides adjacent to our properties, but 
not at 50 cents per square foot.  The land cannot be used for any material purpose and is 
overpriced  We also have questions and concerns that need to be addressed.   

We would like a meeting with you to discuss.  Please provide evening options when you can 
meet with us.   If you are not the individual who has the power to negotiate pricing, please 
ensure that person(s) is also available to speak with us. 
 
Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

River Bend Neighborhood Members: 
Jacob Merritt & Mattie Merritt 
Samuel Johnson & Ashley Johnson 
Michael Walter 
Bryan Longmire & Beverly Longmire 
Jonathan Zeien & Stephanie Zeien 
Nicole Solem 
Richard Ohlgren & Vanita Vik-Ohlgren 
Casey Ressler & Stephanie Ressler 
Keith Fraase & Susanne Fraase 
Lora Schiltz 
 
 

 
 
 
On Tuesday, June 24, 2025 at 02:24:24 PM CDT, Eric Dodds <eric.dodds@ae2s.com> wrote:  
 
 

River Bend neighborhood,  
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Please be informed that the landowner on the south side of the rail property has decided to forgo 
purchasing their portion of the rail property. This is disappointing news at this step in the process as 
know several of you have already reached out to The Title Company to process your paperwork. 
Given this, we are now wondering if the landowners on the north side of the rail corridor would be 
willing/interested in expanding your purchase to include the full-width of the rail corridor? I have 
attached an updated property split map showing a revised concept for selling the rail property to the 
north-side landowners. As a reminder, the sale price is $0.50 per square foot. Please let us know if 
you are interested in this approach, or if you have any questions. 

  

Thank you! 

  

  

 

Eric Dodds, PE 
Program Manager 
Mobile: (701) 793-7354 

  

From: Eric Dodds  
Sent: Thursday, June 12, 2025 6:17 PM 
To: Billy Longmire <blongmire@aol.com>; garretttrochman@financialguide.com; sjzeien@aol.com; poo2fer@aol.com; 
kfraase@lane-enterprises.com; ahron.walter@gmail.com; nikkisolem93@hotmail.com; jacob.s.merritt@gmail.com; 
samjohnson509@gmail.com; loraschiltz@gmail.com; millerkevin1201@gmail.com; artweidner@yahoo.com 
Cc: Sabrina Tusa <Sabrina.Tusa@AE2S.com>; Jodi Smith <smithj@fmdiversion.gov>; Lukas D. Andrud 
<landrud@ohnstadlaw.com>; Tiffany J. Findlay <tfindlay@ohnstadlaw.com>; Anna Lindberg 
<anna@thetitlecompany.com> 
Subject: RE: Purchase of Rail Corridor Update for OIN 7249 

  

River Bend neighborhood,  

  

Good evening and thank you again for your continued patience as we work to sell you the abandoned rail corridor 
adjacent to your property. As you have probably noticed, the ballast removal project has been completed along the 
railbed property in your area, and we received the attached approval letter from ND Department of Environmental 
Quality.  

  

Given this, we are ready to proceed with the signing documents to complete the process. As noted in previous 
correspondence, we will need all adjacent landowners to:  

1. Sign your purchase agreements and closing documents.  
2. Make payment for your purchase to The Title Company.  
3. Sign the plat, which will be held in trust at The Title Company along with the quit claim deeds until closings with all 
the owners have been completed.  
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