
 

 

 

Memorandum 
 

TO: Jason Benson 

FROM: Jodi A. Smith 

DATE: February 19, 2025 

RE:  Excess Lands Recommendation – OIN 1080Y, Subject to a Flowage Easement and 

Temporary Construction Easement 

 

1. Introduction 
The Metro Flood Diversion Authority (Authority) adopted the Policy on the Disposition and 

Management of Comprehensive Project Lands (Policy) in March 2021. Per the Policy Preamble, 

the Authority will periodically review its inventory of real property to determine if its land 

ownership exceeds its foreseeable needs for the Fargo-Moorhead Area Flood Diversion Project 

(Comprehensive Project). Land that is no longer needed, not expected to be needed in the future 

for the Comprehensive Project and declared “Excess Land” by the Executive Director may be 

made available for sale, lease, or exchange in accordance with this Policy.   

This Memorandum serves as a recommendation for the Executive Director to declare OIN 1080Y 

as Excess Land and begin the process to dispose of the property following the Policy. 

2. Pertinent Facts Regarding OIN 1080Y 
Description of 

Parcel(s) 

See Exhibit A for a map showing the parcel recommended as excess land.  

Legal Description See Exhibit B for legal description for the parcel recommended as excess 

land. 

Asset Parcel(s) 

Size 

4.917 

*Note that 2.96 acres of this parcel are impacted by a Temporary 

Construction Easement (TCE) for the next three (3) years. 



Narrative 

Description of 

Parcel(s) 

OIN 1080Y is located on the unprotected side of the SE-2B area 

associated with the Comprehensive Project. A flowage easement and a 

TCE will need to be reserved on this parcel. 

Purchase Date June 13, 2024 

Purchase Price $1,970,654 *for all of OINs 1080 and 1081 

Proposed Sale 

Price 

$33,000 

*Based on roughly $6,700/acre for encumbered tillable farmland with a 

TCE. 

Former Owner Rosella Bellemare 

Adjacent Owners OIN 1079X – David Germanson  

Property 

Management 

Approach 

This parcel was acquired only a few months ago and therefore no 

property management has been needed to date. 

Property Taxes The 2023 property taxes were $882.50 

Relation to 

Construction 

This entire parcel (OIN 1080) was purchased for the construction of SE-

2B. OIN 1080Y is a strip of tillable farmland along the western edge of 

the property that is not impacted by construction of the Comprehensive 

Project. OIN 1080Y will be subject to a flowage easement as well as a TCE 

needed for the next three (3) years. 

Right of First 

Refusal 

The prior landowner is not entitled to a ROFO.  

 

3. Conclusion and Recommendation  
Based on the pertinent facts presented above, it is recommended to declare OIN 1080Y as 

“Excess Land” and proceed with the process outlined in the Policy. If you agree with this 

recommendation, please sign the attached declaration form for our records (Exhibit C).   



Exhibit A:  Map Exhibit of Parcel Recommended as Excess Lands 
 

  





Exhibit B:  Legal Description for Parcel Recommended as Excess Lands 
 

OIN 1080Y – Description – Fee Title Parcel: 

That part of the West Half of the Southeast Quarter of Section 27, Township 138 North, Range 

49 West of the Fifth Principal Meridian, Cass County, North Dakota, described as follows: 

Commencing at the southeast corner of said Southeast Quarter; thence South 87°55’52” 

West, along the southerly line of said Southeast Quarter, for a distance of 1668.15 feet 

to the southeast corner of the West 60.00 acres of said Southeast Quarter; thence North 

01°50’40” West, along the easterly line of the West 60.00 acres of said Southeast 

Quarter, for a distance of 103.45 feet to the true point of beginning; thence North 

80°23’36” East for a distance of 90.00 feet; thence North 02°01’23” West for a distance 

of 2424.70 feet; thence North 22°21’24” West for a distance of 114.61 feet to a point of 

intersection with the northerly line of said Southeast Quarter; thence South 87°57’08” 

West, along the northerly line of said Southeast Quarter, for a distance of 41.45 feet to 

the northeast corner of the West 60.00 acres of said Southeast Quarter; thence South 

01°50’40” East, along the easterly line of the West 60.00 acres of said Southeast 

Quarter, for a distance of 2544.04 feet to the true point of beginning 

Said tract contains 4.917 acres, more or less, and is subject to easements as may be of record. 

 

OIN 1080Y – Description – TCE (Temporary Construction Easement): 

That part of the West Half of the Southeast Quarter of Section 27, Township 138 North, Range 

49 West of the Fifth Principal Meridian, Cass County, North Dakota, described as follows: 

A strip of land 50.00 feet wide, lying westerly of and being coincident with the following 

described line: 

Commencing at the southeast corner of said Southeast Quarter; thence South 87°55’52” 

West, along the southerly line of said Southeast Quarter, for a distance of 1668.15 feet 

to the southeast corner of the West 60.00 acres of said Southeast Quarter; thence North 

01°50’40” West, along the easterly line of the West 60.00 acres of said Southeast 

Quarter, for a distance of 103.45 feet to the true point of beginning of the line to be 

described; thence North 80°23’36” East for a distance of 90.00 feet; thence North 

02°01’23” West for a distance of 2424.70 feet; thence North 22°21’24” West for a 

distance of 114.61 feet to a point of intersection with the northerly line of said Southeast 

Quarter, said line there terminating.  Said strip shall be lengthened or shortened as 

necessary to intersect the easterly line of the West 60.00 acres of said Southeast 

Quarter on the west and to intersect the northerly line of said Southeast Quarter on the 

north. 

Said tract contains 2.960 acres, more or less. 

 



OIN 1080Y – Description – Flowage Easement (Zone 1): 

That part of the West Half of the Southeast Quarter of Section 27, Township 138 North, Range 

49 West of the Fifth Principal Meridian, Cass County, North Dakota, described as follows: 

Commencing at the southeast corner of said Southeast Quarter; thence South 87°55’52” 

West, along the southerly line of said Southeast Quarter, for a distance of 1668.15 feet 

to the southeast corner of the West 60.00 acres of said Southeast Quarter; thence North 

01°50’40” West, along the easterly line of the West 60.00 acres of said Southeast 

Quarter, for a distance of 103.45 feet to the true point of beginning; thence North 

80°23’36” East for a distance of 90.00 feet; thence North 02°01’23” West for a distance 

of 2424.70 feet; thence North 22°21’24” West for a distance of 114.61 feet to a point of 

intersection with the northerly line of said Southeast Quarter; thence South 87°57’08” 

West, along the northerly line of said Southeast Quarter, for a distance of 41.45 feet to 

the northeast corner of the West 60.00 acres of said Southeast Quarter; thence South 

01°50’40” East, along the easterly line of the West 60.00 acres of said Southeast 

Quarter, for a distance of 2544.04 feet to the true point of beginning 

Said tract contains 4.917 acres, more or less. 

 

 

 

  



Exhibit C:  Declaration of Excess Land Form 
 

I hearby declare that   OIN 1080Y as noted in Exhibit A   (the parcel) is 

deemed Excess Land and authorize the disposal of the parcel in accordance with the Policy on 

the Disposition and Management of Comprehensive Project Lands.  

 

 

       

Jason Benson 

Executive Director 

 

      

Date 

 

02/20/2025


