
MINUTESOFMEETING
DIVERSIONAUTHORITYPUBLICOUTREACHCOMMITTEE

CASSCOUNTYHIGHWAYDEPARTMENT
WESTFARGO NORTHDAKOTA

FEBRUARY1 2012

TheDiversionAuthorityPublicOutreachCommitteemetonFebruary1 2012 at830
am attheCassCountyHighwayDepartment WestFargo NorthDakota

ThefollowingCommitteememberswerepresent RodgerOlson CassCountyJoint
WaterResourceDistrict Chairman MikeThorstad WestFargoCityCommissioner
KevinCampbell ClayCountyCommissioner BrendaElmer MoorheadCity
Commissioner andGeraldVanAmburg BuffaloRedRiverWatershedDistrict Brad
Wimmer FargoCityCommissioner wasabsent

Alsopresentwere TomWaters CH2MHill EricDoddsandDaronSelvig Advanced
EngineeringandEnvironmentalServices Inc BradDahl MooreEngineering Inc
CarolHarbekeLewis CassCountyJointWaterResourceDistrictSecretaryTreasurer
RobertThompson NorthDakotaStateWaterCommission TranaandGailRogne
MnDakUpstreamCoalition andmembersofthelocalmedia

Minutes
ItwasmovedbyKevinCampbell secondedbyBrendaElmerandunanimouslycarried
toapprovetheminutesoftheJanuary12 2012 meeting

Publicoutreach
KevinCampbellreviewedaletterhesenttotheWilkinCountyCommissionersstating
thattheCorpsofEngineerswillhaveinundationreportsforWilkinandRichland
Countiesreadyearlynextweekandthattheywillberequestingameetingwithleaders
ofCass Clay RichlandandWilkinCounties ScottWagner CassCounty
Commissioner wasgoingtonotifyRichlandCountyaboutthematter

BrendaElmeraskedwhatinformationinundationreportsprovide TomWaters said
theyshow whatthewaterlevelwouldbeonpropertiesfromaspecificevent Mr
Campbellaskediftheywillbedetailedenoughtoanswerquestionsonindividual
properties Mr Waterssaidtheywillshowmoreofanentirequantity butthegoal
wouldbetogettostreetaddresses GeraldVanAmburgaskediftheinformationis
basedonwhatwouldhappenasmorewaterisallowedtorunthroughtheFargo
Moorheadareaorontheoriginaldesign Mr Waterspresumeditdidnotallowformore
flowsthroughFargoMoorhead butheneedstoverify that



RodgerOlsonsaidtheyneedtocontinuetopresentthattheprojectisfora100year
eventandthatitwouldprovideanopportunitytofighta500yearorgreaterfloodevent

Mr WaterssaidinformalmeetingswillbeheldwithBakkeandHicksonleadersina
coupleofweekstoansweranyquestionsandtohelpclarifyproject information Mr
CampbellsaidhewouldliketoseesomethingsimilarintheComstockarea Mr Waters
saidthey alsoplantomeetwithComstockandChristineofficials Meetingswith the
townshipswillbeheldafterthat Themeetingsarebasedonthe landmanagement
process Mr WaterssaidtheywillcontinuetoworkwithPublicOutreachCommittee as
wellastheLandManagementCommittee

Mr Campbellreportedonanintergovernmentretreattodiscussissueswithstate
leaders CongressmanCollinPetersonisonboardwithhelpingtogettheFargo
MoorheadAreaDiversionauthorized Heisalsoworkinghardtogetlanguageinthe
FarmBillthatwillassistwithbuildingretentionprojects Heisstronglyencouraging
waterboardstocomeupwithprojectsassoonaspossible Heanticipatesfundingwill
beavailablethisyearandwhoeverhastheprojectsreadyaretheonesthatwillget
funding Mr OlsonsaidthatfundingwouldcomethroughtheRedRiverRetention
Authority RRRA anditwouldbeavailableforprojectsonbothsidesoftheRedRiver
Mr CampbellsaidCongressmanPetersonwouldliketogetprojectsinplace tohelp
impactedareasbeforetheFargoMoorheadAreaDiversionbecomesoperational Mr
VanAmburgsaidthenextstepistoworkwithpropertyownersandexplainhowlandcan
beused foragriculturalpurposesduringnonfloodeventtimes similartotheNorth
OttawaProject Mr Olsonsaidacquiringlandforretentionprojectsisdifficult asis
funding butthehardestthingisthepermittingprocess Ittakesalongtimeanditis
expensive butthe RRRAisworkinghardtomakechangesintheprocess

Mr CampbellsuggestedputtingtogetherashortvideothatwouldexplaintheNorth
OttawaProject includinginterviewswithlandownersthatownedthelandbeforethe
projectwasbuiltandwiththepeoplethatoperateandmaintaintheproject Thiscould
beshownatoutreachmeetingsandwouldhelpanswercommonquestionsthatproperty
ownershave Mr OlsonsaidtheRRRAcouldleadthiseffort

Mr OlsonsaidGeneralJohnW Peabodywasveryencouragingandmadesupportive
remarkswithregardtotheFargoMoorheadAreaDiversion Hedidpointoutthatthe
benefittocostratiooftheprojectisofconcernwiththedeficitsandeconomicclimatein
thecountryrightnow butoverall hewasverypositiveabouttheprojectandbelieves
thedesignwillproceed HesaidtheCorpsofEngineersiscommittedtothepeopleif
wehave anotherflood MikeThorstadsaidweneedtokeepworkingonthebenefitto
costratiotolessenthecostandincreasebenefits
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Website update
Daron Selvig reported that information from the visit from General John W Peabody
Commander of the Corps of Engineers Great Lakes and Ohio River Division on

January 30 and 31 2012 has been added to the website

They are also working to add a flyover video of the project on the website

Right of Entry Committee report
Brad Dahl reported that the Corps of Engineers has issued the final request for 2012

surveying Phone calls have been made to property owners that have not yet returned

Access Agreements sent to them Those not received will be turned over to the

Attorneys to move forward with the Court process

The committee will be working with the Corps of Engineers in the fall to obtain access to

upstream properties Mr Olson said meetings will be held in late summer to let property
owners know what will be requested

Adjournment
There being no further business to be considered by the committee it was moved by
Brenda Elmer seconded by Mike Thorstad and unanimously carried to adjourn the

meeting

APPROVED

Rodger Ols n

Chairman

ATTEST

do7af

Carol Harbeke Lewis

Cass County Joint Water Resource District

SecretaryTreasurer
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