
MINUTESOFMEETING
DIVERSIONAUTHORITYPUBLICOUTREACHCOMMITTEE

CASSCOUNTYHIGHWAYDEPARTMENT
WESTFARGO NORTHDAKOTA

JANUARY12 2012

TheDiversionAuthorityPublicOutreachCommitteemetonJanuary12 2012at130
pm attheCassCountyHighwayDepartment WestFargo NorthDakota

ThefollowingCommitteememberswerepresent RodgerOlson CassCountyJoint
WaterResourceDistrict Chairman MikeThorstad WestFargoCityCommissioner
KevinCampbell ClayCountyCommissioner Brenda Elmer MoorheadCity
Commissioner BradWimmer FargoCityCommissionerandGeraldVanAmburg
BuffaloRedRiverWatershedDistrict

Alsopresentwere EricDoddsandDaronSelvig AdvancedEngineeringand
EnvironmentalServices Inc PublicRelationsTeam BradDahl MooreEngineering
Inc DanJacobson SoutheastCassWaterResourceDistrict CarolHarbekeLewis
CassCountyJointWaterResourceDistrictSecretaryTreasurer ArdenBreimeier City
ofOxbow andmembersofthe localmedia

Meetingdates
TheBoarddiscussedsettingregularmeetingdates Meetingswillbeheldeach
Wednesdaybeforethe Thursday DiversionAuthoritymeetingsandagaintwoweeks
afterDiversionAuthoritymeetingsonWednesdaysat830am Whenmeetingsconflict
withRedRiverJointWaterResourceDistrictmeetings theywillbeheldat200pm

RodgerOlsoninformedthegroupthattheMitigationCommitteeisnowtheLand
ManagementCommittee Theyplantomeetat100pm onthedayofDiversion
Authoritymeetings HeandGeraldVanAmburgserveonthecommittee

Minutes
ItwasmovedbyKevinCampbell secondedbyBradWimmerandunanimouslycarried
toapprovetheminutesoftheDecember21 2011 meeting

CassRuralWaterDistrict
JerryBlomeke GeneralManagerofCassRuralWaterDistrict CRWD metwiththe
BoardtodiscussconcernsrelatingtotheFargoMoorheadAreaDiversionProject The
firstconcernisthatthePhaseItreatmentplantlocatednearSt BenedictalongCass
CountyHighway16iswithintheboundariesoftheproposedretentionarea Ifthe
retentionareaisfull theplantwouldbeuseless CRWDhassentalettertotheCorps
ofEngineersoutliningtheirconcerns DuetothewaytheWestFargoaquiferislaidout



theycannotnecessarilymovethe wellfieldtoanother spotandgetthesamequantityof
water therefore theywouldpreferthatanycompensationbedirectedtoexpandingthe
treatmentplantnearLeonardratherthanintomovingtheexistingplantnearSt
Benedict Theestimatedcosttoexpandtheplantis 10million

OtherconcernsofCRWDisthepotentiallossofcustomersandthattheybe
compensatedfortheneed tolowertheirlineswhereneededduetotheproject The
preliminarycostestimatetodosois 15million

ThecommitteeagreedthatCRWDhassomevalidpoints MikeThorstadsaidtheCity
ofWestFargoisstudyingdrawingwateroffofthesouthaquifer TheStateWater
CommissiontoldCRWDthatrelocatingtheplantandgettingthequantityofwaterthey
currentlyhaveisquestionable TheyhavedoneworkattheSheyenneDeltaaquifer
nearLeonardandsuppliesareadequatethere

CRWDhasnotyetheardbackfromtheCorps ofEngineers butwillcontinueto
communicatewiththem Theywillkeepthecommitteeinformedastowhattheyhear
backonthematter

Publicoutreach
ChairmanOlsoninformedthegroupaboutmeetingsheldwithvariouslocalofficialsand
propertyownersintheOxbowarea Issuesdiscussedincludedfarming insurance fair
buyoutsandeasementpayments TheCityofOxbowwouldprefertobeprotectedby
theprojectsotheycanstaywheretheyare butifnot theywanttobeboughtout The
mainrequestfromthecityisthatitnotbecutinhalf Theywouldlikemoreinformation
andanswersastheprocesscontinues MayorJimNyhoffwasappreciativeofthe
informationprovided ArdenBreimeierthoughttheywereveryproductivemeetings
Mr Breimeiersaiditisdifficultforpropertyownerstoknowiftheyshouldmake
improvementstotheirpropertyornot TheCorpsofEngineershasindicatedthey
shouldcontinuetomakethoseimprovements untiltheyknowthe projectisreadyto
proceed andisreadytostart propertybuyouts EricDodd saiditisclearaland
acquisitionplanisneededandtheyareworkingonthat Communicationwithproperty
ownerswillcontinuetobeveryimportant

Mr CampbellreportedontherecentmeetingwithSenatorAlFranken MayorVoxland
updatedhimoninterimprotection plans BobZimmermanreportedontheFargo
MoorheadAreaDiversionProject Ultimately theyrequestedhissupportfor 30million
infiscalyear2013

RichlandandWilkinCountieshaveindicatedtheyarenotreadytomeetwiththe
committeeyet Informationisbeingcompiledforthemandshouldbeavailableinthe
nextweekorso

BoothspacehasbeenreservedattheRedRiverBasinLandandWaterConferencein
Winnipegnextweektopresentinformationontheproject
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MajorGeneralJohnW Peabody CommanderoftheCorpsofEngineersGreatLakes
andOhioRiverDivision willvisittheareaJanuary30and31 2012

TheDiversionAuthoritywillconsiderapprovalofvariousworkdirectivesrelatingtothe
projectatitsmeetingthisafternoon includingthefollowing

Advancestudiestorefinedesignfeaturesofthechannelandassociated
structures
Studyopportunitiestoimprovedrainagetobenefitadjacentproperties
Investigateroadtransportationinthenorthwestcorridortoassuregoodaccess
and
Identifyoptionsforrecreationalamenitiesalongtheproject

TheForumwillfeatureaLivingwithWaterseriesduringFebruary Anadvertisementis
beingputtogetherhighlightingbenefitsoftheproject

Website
DaronSelvigsaidthewebsiteisgoingwell Theyhavebeguntheprocessofanswering
questionsandcommentsrelatingtotheproject TheCorpsofEngineershasbeenvery
helpful Thequestionsandanswerswillremainonthesiteforaperiodoftwoweeks
Variousdocumentshavealsobeenaddedtothewebsite aswellasinformation on
upcomingmeetings Amediatrackingsystemhasbeenstartedtomonitorproject
relatedinformationinthemedia

ThecommitteewillcontinuetopursuemeetingswithWilkenandRichlandCounties
Meetingswith thetownshipsinvolvedwillalsobescheduled startingwithReed
TownshipinFebruary

Mr Campbellsuggestedhavingamapoftheprojectareaavailableforfuturecommittee
meetings Mr Doddssaidtheywilldoso

RightofEntryCommitteereport
BradDahlreportedthatlettersandAccessAgreementshavebeensenttoproperty
ownerstowhichaccesswaspreviouslygrantedandhasexpiredorisabouttoexpire

ThereisdiscussionastohowtofollowuponPhaseIIculturalworkneeded

Mr OlsonsaidtheCorpsofengineerswillwantaccesstothestagingandstoragearea
sotheyneedtothinkaboutholdingsomepublicmeetingstoletpeopleknowthereis
goingtobesomeinvestigationontheirland Thisshouldremainhighontheprioritylist

Meetingschedule
ThenextPublicOutreachCommitteemeetingwillbeheldonWednesday February1
2012 at830am attheCassCountyHighwayDepartment
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Adjournment
There being no further business to be considered by the committee the meeting
adjourned without objection

APPROVED

Rodger Ison
Chairman

ATTEST

ai411
Carol Harbeke Lewis

Cass County Joint Water Resource District

SecretaryTreasurer
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