
DIVERSIONAUTHORITY
PUBLICOUTREACHCOMMITTEE

FARGOCITYCOMMISSIONROOM, FARGOCITYHALL
FARGO, NORTHDAKOTA

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER15, 2017

TheDiversionAuthorityPublicOutreachCommitteemetonNovember15, 2017, at1:30
p.m. attheFargoCityCommissionRoom, FargoCityHall, Fargo, NorthDakota.   

ThefollowingCommitteememberswerepresent: RodgerOlson (byphone) andJacob
Gust, CassCountyJointWaterResourceDistrict; KevinCampbell, ClayCounty
Commissioner; RickSteen, CassCountyCommissioner; BrendaElmer, MoorheadCity
Council; MikeThorstad, WestFargoCityCommissioner; andJasonBenson, CassCounty
Engineer.  Absentwere:  JohnStrand, FargoCityCommissioner; EllyPeterson, Fargo
MoorheadBusinessLeadersFloodTaskForce; andGeraldVanAmburg, Buffalo-Red
RiverWatershedDistrict.  

Alsopresentwere: GrantWeyland, ClayCountyCommissioner; RobertWilson, Cass
CountyAdministrator; RockySchneider, AdvancedEngineeringandEnvironmental
Services, Inc.; andMichelleAnderson, CassCountyJointWaterResourceDistrictstaff.    

KevinCampbellconductedthemeeting.  

Minutes
ItwasmovedbyJasonBenson, secondedbyMikeThorstadandunanimouslycarriedto
approvetheminutesoftheOctober25, 2017, meeting.  

MetroFloodDiversionProject – projectupdates
RockySchneiderpresentedandreviewedapressreleaseonthetemporarybypassroad
toreconnecttrafficonCassCountyHighway17southofHorace.  Mr. Schneideralso
reportedonMinnesotaU.S. DistrictJudgeJohnTunheim’sOrderexplainingthepartial
liftingoftheMay13, 2015, PreliminaryInjunction, whichallowsconstructiontocontinue
onaportionoftheOxbow-Hickson-BakkeRingLeveeProject.   Briefdiscussionwasheld
ontheinformationcontainedin newsarticlesandtheappealfiledbytheDiversion
AuthoritywithanimmediatestayregardingtheMetroFloodDiversionProject.  

JasonBensonstatedCassCountyHighway81isnowopenonthenorthsideoftheCity
ofOxbow.  



MetroFloodDiversionProject - Fargo-MoorheadAreaFloodDiversionTaskForce
TaskForce)  

Governors BurgumandDaytonaretheonlyauthorizedrepresentativestospeakon
behalfoftheTaskForce.  Updatesandobservationscommunicatedatmeetingsor
groupsoutsideoftheTaskForceareonlypersonalopinionsanddonotrepresentthe
TaskForce.  

KevinCampbellstateditisveryhelpfultowatchthevideoslocatedonFMDiversion.com.   
Mr. CampbellstatedhewishestheentireFargo-Moorheadandsurroundingcommunities
wouldtakethetimetowatchthevideos.  Thepublicwouldgainabetterunderstandingof
alldatathatwasinvestigatedtofindoptimalalignmentanddesignfortheMetroFlood
DiversionProject.  Mr. Campbellstatedthemisconceptionbytheoppositionthatthe
DiversionAuthorityandtheCorpsofEngineersdidnotinvestigatetofindthebestdesign
androutefortheMetroFloodDiversionProjectisdisappointing.  Mr. Schneiderreviewed
aninformationsheetandthehistoryofthemaximumdailyflowrateattheFargogageon
theRedRiver.  

Mr. SchneiderstatedaTechnicalAdvisoryGrouphasbeenidentifiedtoreviewalistof
alternativesidentifiedbytheCorpsofEngineersforthepurposeofeliminatingfurther
evaluation.  TheTechnicalAdvisoryGroupwillberesponsibletoevaluatecriteriausing
scientificdataforalternativesolutionsidentifiedbytheTaskForce.  JasonBensonstated
theTechnicalAdvisoryGrouphasbeenreviewingpotentialprojectmodificationsand
identifyingkeycriteria.  Mr. Bensonreviewedpotentialprojectmodificationsdiscussedat
themeetingonNovember14, 2017.  TheTechnicalAdvisoryGroupwillhave
recommendationsandobtaininputfromthe TaskForcebyNovember29, 2017.   
Discussionwasheldontheprocess, permitting, legalconsiderations, landacquisitionand
thePublic-PrivatePartnership (P3).  

ChairmanOlsonstatedheisimpressedwiththeprogressoftheTaskForceandishopeful
foratimelysolution.  

Communityoutreachupdate
RockySchneiderupdatedtheCommitteeonpresentationsandupdatesgiventolocal
officialsregardingtheMetroFloodDiversionProject.    

FMDiversion.comwebsiteandsocialmediaanalytics
TheTaskForcemeetingvideosandCharterareavailableonFMDiversion.com.  Brenda
ElmerstatedaconstituentapproachedheraskingforinformationontheTaskForce
meetings.  Ms. ElmersearchedonFMDiversion.com, NorthDakotaOfficeoftheState
GovernorandMinnesotaDepartmentofNaturalResourceswebsitesandcouldnotfind
themeetinglocation.  Mr. SchneiderstatedtheTaskForcemeetinginformationisoften
giventohimatthelastminute.  Mr. CampbellstatedhealsohadtroublefindingtheTask
ForcemeetinginformationandcontactedaTaskForcemembertolearnthelocationof
themeeting.  Mr. CampbellstatedthePublicOutreachCommitteeisnotgetting
informationouttothepublicandsuggestedtheCommitteecoordinatewiththeTaskForce
toletthemknowtheneedforbettercommunityoutreach.    
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NorthDakotaWaterConventionandIrrigationExpoupdate
RockySchneiderstatedFargoMayorTimMahoneymaybepresentingatthe54thJoint
AnnualNorthDakotaWaterConventionandIrrigationWorkshopinBismarck, North
DakotaonDecember7, 2017.    

Adjournment
Therebeingnofurtherbusinesstobeconsidered, themeetingadjournedwithout
objection.  

APPROVED:  

RodgerOlson
Chairman

ATTEST:  

CarolHarbekeLewis
CassCountyJointWaterResourceDistrict
Secretary-Treasurer
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